


Fuel filler cap closely resembles genuine Ferrari

nlike its Ferran 355 rep
Cars, run by As Martin, isn't
to the GRP body kit game. 1
years, his body shop has been mak
ons for the Max Power set. When
Ford Escort RS C
marketed a set of panels to make your
nsurance friendly 1.4-litre shopper |
the gravel stage hero and kits promy
out af his workshop as fast as he co
make them. In fact, sales were stil
when the product was discontinued a f
months ago to make way for Xire
progect, the 355 replica

Ashley's introduction to the kit car
industry was when he built an existine
replica kit for one of his customers
*Anything you can do | can do bet
his reaction, so he set about designing his
own Toyota MR2-based replica of the
Maranello machine. His drive was for
quality and authenticity. Indeed, early ir
the cars development, Ashley even
considered moving the rear wheels closer
car to reduce the
fropped the idea on
fact that the lack of
f the
on projects
attention
P Wels as
Working from
are some of the

BwWorth was launched, he

" was

igh

front 1o rear
subtieties
The small panel th
the front bumper anc
cofmect size and sha
vent panel detail
The wheefarch flares (front and rear) are
correct and even the mirrors and
are close to the Ferran’s. The air intak
the doors and sills are deep and, similarly,
the MR2 rear quarterfights have been
ditched in favour of items which curve into
the car. In turn, this means the flying
buttresses are the comect shape and the plan
wiew width of the waistline remains constant

P Separate
he bonnet ks spot-on

104

the length of the whole car

e engine cover, complete with its

e vent panel, s also convincing and
exaggerated tail lip spoiler is as it shoul
be. The final detail to point out is that the
on which the 1ail lights are mounted &
arate, creating genuine shuthines in the
nght places. There are other highlights, but
you don’t need me 1o go on

As well as looking closely at the details,
overall picture is just as impressive with
height to length to width

ever shaping means t
rear the Xtreme looks wide, whil
profile it's sleek and not at all ‘dumpy
Comparing the Xtreme car to photos of a
355 is genuinely Impressive

s a well thought -

ough rephca /-“"
h has -

made the
best use possible of the
MR2 donar - and where that
wasn't good enough, it has been altered
To ensure quality control, the GRP panels
are made in-house. Ashley has 15 years
experience in this line of work and the guy
whao does much of the day-to-day work has

been doing it for 33 yes
panels each have two la
gel coat and are made with
the most expensive matting av
Grey gel coat, inodentally, is better than
mare common white as it shows up any
Imperfections more clearly, Any air bubbles
are removed prior to shipment so t

painted, customers’ cars
‘blister’. The bor

engine

double-skinned and the
mould lines
are positioned in places that make the

build easier

For instance, a flashiine in the door sill has
been moved to a place where it's easier to
hide and doesn't interfere with the shutline
When supplied, the panels are fully finished
and ready for painting. if you're building a
car that’s purporting to be one of the best in
the world, the quality has to be high

Yol may notice that there are no
photographs of the interior, That'’s because
Xtreme wasn't 100 impressed by the job

anather company had done or
customer's car and wanted to ke
prying Nikon away. In esse
Xtremes will get a re-worked MR2
The firm did look at making a repl
dashboard but scrapped the idea on two
counts: a) the Ferran's interior isn't thar
attractive anyway, and b} not many builders
would be likely to go that far with a build
For an accurate colour scheme, scarlet red
cars should have a cream leather intenior and
yellow. ones should have black leather (which
comes free with the right donors). A metal
H-gate for the gearshift is on the way, and
future demonstrators will feature a variety of
seating options: re-tnmmed MR2 units,
genuine Ferran items and bucket seats from
the 355 race series. The last of those will
be totally race inspired replicas aimed at
boy racers to tempt them out of their
Citroén Saxos.
My only expenience of the Xtreme was
from the passenger seat, missing the
opportunity to drive this customer’s car. We
fully expect it to drive just as you would

e, the

Tail lights are genuine Ferrari items.




expect of a wide tracked MR2 running on
fat rubber Naturally, we could detect that
ride quality was firm on Britain's semi-
made roads thanks 1o those low-profile
tyres, although not uncomfortably so
Xtreme's 355 replica also features modified
rear suspension which sorts the wheel to
wheelarch spacing without the need to
resort to the usual lowered springs

Performance will also be good. Outright
pace has never been a shortcoming of the
MR2 and, if your pockets are deep
enough, you can extract 400bhp from that
2-litre twin-cam four-cylinder — that should
comprehensively unstick those fat rear
tyres. Don't go to that level of tune for
everyday use, though, as you may grow
tired of its uncompromising nature

The kit costs £3995 and for that you
get the full set of GRP panels. There's a lot
of different mouldings, but it's hard to say
how many (the last count totalled 41). For
instance, is the double skinned bonnet one
or two panels? And does the vent trim
make it three? The rear is also made of
various sections - which will make crash
repairs easy and cheap. In addition to the
GRP parts, you get a few other odds and
ends like the grille, hinges for the fuel cap
and 50 on. You also get build instructions
in the farm of a video

To the kit, you need to add a donor
(about £2000 it you combine luck with
care), a paintjob (a heady £2495 by
Xtreme), wheels and tyres (£1450 for those
pictured) and an interior spruce-up (budget
anything up to £1400 for a true work of
art). The wheels on the car illustrated, by
the way, are 18" rims with 265/35 rubber

Then you need to add lighting. At the
rear, Xtreme wouldn't use anything less
than genuine Ferrari items (a big single
cost at £400). A shrewd

Could you tell them from the real thing? A
quick session with the calculator gves us a
total of £13,000 for a practical, reliable GT
car that you could use daily. Turn-key cars
can be built to order.

If you want 1o go the extra mile, for
£1200 Xtreme will cut out the MR2's T-bar
arrangement and replace it with the more
authentic set-up shown in the
photographs. In fact, this service is
available for any make of 355 replica

To buy an Xtreme kit, you need to deal
with the firm's sole sales agent, Evolution
Sports Cars run by Robert Willis and based
in Macclesfield, Cheshire. Robert is a car
enthusiast to the core and came across
Xtreme when looking to replace his
Lambaorghini Diablo (yes, a real one). He is
also currently building one of the first
AGM WLR kits to be sold. Robert sees it as
his job 1o wrap his customers in cotton
wool and offer 24-hour support on the
end of the telephone. Oh, and don't worry
if you live miles from Macclesfield, as he
plans to deliver every kit. In other words,
while Xtreme concentrates on
manufacturing and development, Evolution
will focus on looking after customers.

From what we've seen so far, the
double headed' set-up is impressive and
the €ar speaks for itself. If you're a Ferrarni
lover without the wallet to make your
ultimate dream come true, hera’s another
company offering the opportunity to get
al least half way there

For more information, contact
Evolution Sports Cars, Tel: 01625
266509 Mob: 07786 032191,

www.evolutionsportscars.com

Twin-lamp conversion costs £,

bit of re-wiring allows all
four red lenses to light up
as brake lights, as
opposed to the two
half-circles of UK spec 9
355s. At the front, =
you can use

standard MR2
headlights, but the
twin jobs cost just
£250 - a snip
compared 1o the
£3800 the owner of
a real 355 would
have paid for the
same privilege. Finally,
those front foglights will
sel you back £50 tops and
the sidelight Andicator
units £40, Alternatively,
genuine Ferrari items can
be used. These are
actually frogeye Ford
Scorpio units partially
masked by the bumper.
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